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Thursday, June 11, 2021 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Latanya Gater 
 

Latanya Gater called the meeting to order at 8:08 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

By   Leslie Windless 
Present  Latanya Gater, Leslie Windless, Heather Nicholson Bester, Dewyna Bazzi, 

Gary Barkoff 
Absent  Mo Baydoun, Sadie Ziembowicz, Councilman Dave Abdullah 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AMENDED AGENDA 

 
Motion by Barkoff Seconded by Windless to amend the agenda to say special meeting instead of 
regular. Motion carried.  
Motion by Windless Seconded by Nicholson-Bester to approve the amended agenda. Motion 
carried.  

 
 

4. NEW BUSINESS  
a. Approval of CCRC email address  

- The proposed email address is Dearbornheightsccrc@gmail.com Motion by 
Bazzi Seconded by Barkoff to approve the new email address. Motion carried. 

b. Approval of sponsorship letter 
- Commissioner Windless suggested that we create a sponsorship letter to get 

donations from community leaders. Commissioners Gater, Nicholson Bester, 
and Hicks-Clayton worked on a draft letter. The following edits were made to 
the sponsor letter:  

o Grammatical errors  
o Increased the Gold Level sponsorship to $300 and silver to $200 
o Added directions on how to pay for the sponsorship 

- Commissioner Windless suggested that we have an excel sheet that is directly tied 
to the sponsorship letter to track where the letter has been dropped off to as well 
as what has been donated. She offered to create the excel sheet and explain the 
process at the next meeting. This eliminates confusion and duplicate request.  
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- Motion by Bazzi Seconded by Windless to approve the sponsor letter. Motion 
carried. 

c. Discussion on creation of CCRC bank account with the City of Dearborn Heights 
- Commissioner Gater stated that we are being required to have all our fundraising 

dollars sent to the treasurer’s department to comply. At the May planning 
meeting and the June regular meeting, Treasurer Hicks-Clayton informed us that 
there is a policy on fundraising. Commissioner Windless asked for a copy of this 
policy along with instructions in writing. Commissioner Gater has been in 
contact with the Treasurers office and found out today that they have created a 
line item not a bank account. Commissioner Gater stated she made it clear that 
we have already been fundraising for months and that it did not start with 
Juneteenth. Commissioner Gater stated she stressed that our event is next week 
and was assured that there would be no barriers in accessing the funds once 
submitted to the Treasurers office.  

- Commissioner Windless asked if Commissioner Gater ever received the policy 
that has been consistently referenced. The City lawyer stated that there is no 
policy but there is precedence. She continued to share concerns related to the 
outdated processes for the city Treasurer Office and the wait timeframe for 
receiving funds. Commissioner Gater stated that she was informed the funds 
would be easily accessible and she does see these new guidelines as a barrier. She 
also volunteered to be the person to go to City Hall.  

- Commissioner Barkoff stated that he wishes he would have known this 8 months 
ago. Commissioner Gater stated we do not mind showing the funds that we are 
getting but we needed clear guidance. We have been keeping our own logs and 
we have been reassured that we are not going to be in any trouble since we were 
not told. Commissioner Barkoff stated that City Hall is closed Friday through 
Sunday and that it really impacts weekend events as far as access to funds.  

- Commissioner Gater stated that we are only required to submit Juneteenth 
fundraising dollars, but all previous fundraisers do not need to be accounted for 
which includes the current lawn sign fundraiser.  

- Commissioner Gater stated she will keep us updated.  
d. Soul food Sunday’s fundraiser: we do have a budget but have a big event around the 

corner for Juneteenth. Commissioner Windless and Gater will be cooking and selling 
soul food dinners (fried chicken, candied yams, macaroni and cheese, dinner roll, and 
salad) for $15. They are donating all the food for the events (June 6th and 13th). 
Community member Nate Cann volunteered to deliver dinners for free. We have about 
27 orders already placed for this event but not everyone has paid.  

- Commissioner Baydoun asked if the Commission has a bank account and 
Commissioner Gater explained that we are waiting for clarification from the City 
on fundraising for commission. She noted that Commissioner Hicks-Clayton 
stated at the last planning meeting that there was a policy but has yet to email the 
commission a copy of the policy.  



Bill Bazzi 
Mayor 

 
Latanya Gater 

Chair 
Mohamad Baydoun 

Vice Chair 
Leslie Windless 

Secretary 
 

Community and Cultural  
Relations Commission 

- Commissioner Baydoun asked if the chicken for the event would be Halal and 
Commissioner Gater responded that it is not but she would like more 
information for future events. Commissioner Baydoun stated that he would be 
donating $100 to the commission and suggested that we get donation from local 
restaurants for the food. Commissioner Baydoun stated that he would find a 
restaurant to donate halal chicken, rice, and salad for the June 13th event.   

- Commissioner Hicks-Clayton walked through the process for submitting 
fundraising dollars to the Treasurers Office and said the funds will be submitted 
to a City bank account. She stated that this was mandated by the city charter.  

- Commissioner Ziembowicz suggested that we ensure any new menu options that 
Commissioner Baydoun is having donated is advertised in a timely manner.  

- Commissioner Windless stated that she is concerned that we have been 
fundraising and taking donations for everything we have done but now there are 
new fundraising procedures being introduced. She is also concerned that there is 
a difference in what Commissioner Hicks-Clayton is presenting versus what was 
told to the Commission by the late Mayor Paletko, Council chair Malinowski-
Maxwell when she served as interim Mayor, and the current Mayor Bill Bazzi. 
She asked for this information/policy to be communicated in a professional 
manner in writing from the City Treasurer to Commissioner Gater as the 
chairperson of the commission. She stated that she felt it was unprofessional and 
not productive for this information to be brought to these meetings versus 
offered as training for the commissioners. She also asked that the Mayor be 
copied on the email so that he can be aware of the procedure since it appears to 
be a disconnect there as well.  

- Commissioner Hicks-Clayton stated that she could not speak to what happened 
prior to her time as Treasurer. Commissioner Windless stated that we did not 
start fundraising or accepting donations until 2021 and that herself and 
Commissioner Gater have announced these initiatives on social media and 
several City Council meetings. Commissioner Hicks-Clayton stated that she was 
not aware of the fundraising or donations but would send a letter on letterhead 
to Commissioner Gater informing her of the need to change the any fundraising 
practices. Commissioner Gater stated that we all want to follow guidelines, but it 
helps if we have all the tools to be successful. Commissioner Baydoun stated that 
we should be dotting our I’s and crossing our T’s by having everything in writing 
from the Treasurers office.  

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Treasurer Lisa Hicks-Clayton 
• As Treasurer, I just wanted to state that I do want to see your event be successful. We 

had a two-hour meeting with the finance team: Chief of Staff, Comptroller, and Director 
of Budget and compliance. Parks and recreation must submit funds through the 
Treasurers office. It will be general ledger escrow account on the books. The Comptroller 
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does reimbursements. We are requesting receipts and invoices for services. We can use 
the city American Express card as a last alternative if something needs to be paid for. We 
going to make sure your event goes off without a hitch.  

- Commissioner Barkoff stated he understands the process of taking the money to 
the Treasurer’s office but are we able to just say we need $500 for an event. 
Treasurer Hicks-Clayton stated the Commission would need to produce an 
invoice to the Comptroller office. The Treasurers office will issue the check. We 
are working on a method to take electronic payments. Commissioner Barkoff 
asked if the process could happen the same day. Treasurer Hicks-Clayton 
responded that it could happen same day because they have had to issue checks 
same day.  

- Commissioner Barkoff asked where is the money that is put aside for 
commissions in the city. Treasurer Hicks-Clayton states that it is a Comptroller 
question that she can not answer. Commissioner Gater stated that this was 
communicated to the commission by both the late Mayor Paletko, Former Chief 
of Staff Krissy Laslo, and Interim Mayor Malinowski-Maxwell. 

- Commissioner Windless stated that she feels we keep getting lectures in meetings 
about this when the issue is not that we do not want to follow the process but 
that we were never told what the process is. We still have not received anything in 
writing. There really has been no accountability for how unprofessionally this 
information was communicated to the commission and still no plans to formally 
train the commissioners. There were residents and community partners that left 
the meeting confused on if we were doing something wrong with the fundraised 
money. Additionally, we were told inaccurately several times that there was an 
existing policy that the commission was not following when the truth is there was 
no policy more so past practice. Commissioner Gater validated that it left a funk 
in our plans and confusion amongst everyone. Commissioner Windless added 
that negative impressions related to ethics can affect commissioners in their 
professional lives which people also need to be mindful of. 

- Commissioner Barkoff stated that he was disturbed by hearing that this happened 
at a public meeting instead of in private. He also wanted to put on the record that 
as a commission we cannot know what to do if we are not told.  

- Commissioner Gater stated that Mayor Bazzi sends his apology because he did 
not mean for any confusion to occur and that he will try to attend the next 
meeting. The policy is being created now that this issue has been brought to light.  
 

• Treasurer Hicks-Clayton apologized for her presentation and any issues it caused. She 
stated that the first time she was made aware of the commission fundraising was at the 
May planning meeting. She re-explained the entire process for fundraising and the other 
commissions that have had to fundraise. She stated she wants to clear her name from 
Commissioner Windless saying she did not do anything. Commissioner Gater stated that 
Commissioner Windless did not say this. Commissioner Gater restated the commissions 
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issues and accepted her apology. Treasurer Hicks-Clayton stated that she was unaware of 
any fundraising of the commission until she was appointed to the Commission and 
attended her first meeting.  

- Commissioner Nicholson-Bester stated that she would still like to see the policy. 
She stated she thought it was not fair to compare our commission with parks and 
recreation when they have a budget and we do not.  

- Commissioner Barkoff stated that he would start advocating for an annual budget 
of $10,000.  

 
 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Next meeting will be July 1, 2021 at 7 PM. Meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Leslie Windless, Secretary  
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